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___ 
30 October 2020 
 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
UPDATED GUIDANCE ON REDUCING RISKS FROM COVID 19 IN SCHOOLS 
 
I am writing to inform you of updated guidance on reducing the risks from COVID-19 in 
schools and the childcare sector (early learning and childcare, childminding and school aged 
childcare), which has been published today (Friday 30th October).  The Minister for children 
and Childcare has writen to you separately on the new suite of refreshed guidance for all 
parts of the childcare sector.  
 
Keeping schools, ELC and childcare welcoming remains our shared priority. The new 
schools guidance has been updated and strengthened to help ensure schools and ELC 
settings are safe, open and welcoming.  This is a priority we share with local authorities, and 
staff in school and childcare settings across Scotland, who are delivering education to our 
children and young people in such challenging circumstances.  
 
The guidance takes account of the new Strategic Framework for COVID-19, and refreshed 
scientific and public health advice from the Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children’s 
Issues. It has benefited from input from a range of key stakeholders, including members of 
the Covid-19 Education Recovery Group and the ELC workstream group. 
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The updated guidance for schools is available here, and a short summary, produced by 
Education Scotland for education stakeholders, will be made available on the Education 
Scotland website.  

The annex to this letter also provides a brief overview of the key updates to both suites of 
guidance. 

JOHN SWINNEY 

Yours Sincerely
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Annex – summary of key changes 
 
The latest version of the guidance for schools and childcare is aligned to the levels approach in the 
new Strategic Framework and sets out the necessary measures to ensure staff, children, young 
people and their families can remain confident that schools and early learning and childcare are safe, 
open and welcoming environments. Some key points to note are as follows: 
 
Schools 
 

 Sections on ventilation; shielding and individual risk assessments; and Additional Support Needs 
have been updated. 

 The guidance makes clear that none of the protective levels require an automatic move to school 
closures or blended learning. However, the use of targeted remote learning remains an important 
contingency for schools at all levels of the strategic framework. All such decisions based on 
public health grounds will continue to be made by local incident management teams working in 
partnership and on the independent advice of local Directors of Public Health, who will take full 
account of school safety and wider public health considerations in line with their statutory duties.  

 The main body of the guidance sets out the standard protective measures that should be followed 
in schools across levels 0-2 of the strategic framework. These have been strengthened, 
particularly with regard to the greater use of face coverings by adults in primary and secondary 
schools (but with ELC models permitted for early stage, P1-2). This ensures a strong core of 
protective measures across the early stages of the framework. 

 At Levels 3-4, in addition to the standard protective measures, enhanced protective measures 
require the use of face coverings by teachers and young people in classrooms in senior phase, 
and strengthened protections for shielding pupils and schools staff. 

 At Level 4, schools should be prepared to engage with enhanced testing responses to Covid 
outbreaks in schools at Level 4, where recommended by the Incident Management Team. 

 There are additional restrictions at level 4 to align with other parts of the Strategic Framework and 
further minimise risk - physical education within school settings should only take place out of 
doors and provision of non-essential activities or clubs outside the usual school timetable should 
be paused. 
 

Early Learning and Childcare 
 

 The Early Learning and Childcare guidance updates have been aligned closely with the updates 
to schools guidance on ventilation and shielding, and with the strategic framework levels. 

 Additional key updates to the ELC and childcare guidance include: 

 Face coverings should now be worn by all adults when physical distancing is not possible, but 
not when interacting with children. 

 Singing in ELC settings; children sing in the course of activities and play, and should not be 
discouraged from doing so 

 Advice on the number of children in a group setting has been brought in line with primary 
class size numbers increasing to a maximum of 33 children.  This does not change staffing 
requirements or ratios. 

 Peripatetic staffing and movement of staff between settings should be kept to a minimum and 
for essential purposes only. 
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